CHAPTERII

THE OFFICE OF SUPERVISOR
P.C. (Mac) McLaurin, Jr.

Chapter | traced the historical and congtitutional development of the county as a unit of loca
government in the United States, giving particular attention to its evolution in Mississppi. The
chapter ended with a summary of the maturation of the office of supervisor through
Mississippi’s Congtitutions of 1817, 1832, 1869, and 1890 — all of which placed the board of
supervisorsin the judicia branch of government, but established functions for the board which
were executive or legidative in nature. This chapter surveys the basic features and
characterigtics of the office of supervisor as the office has evolved under the Condtitution of
1890 through statutes adopted by the legidature and decisons of the state judiciary.

DISTRICTS

Each county is divided into five digtricts which are to be as equd as possible in populaion. By a
three-fifths (3/;) absolute mgjority (three of the five members of the board) vote, the board may
change the boundaries of the didtricts, provided that the changed boundaries conform, asfar as
possible, to “naturd, vidble artificia boundaries’ (streets, highways, raillroads, rivers, lakes,
bayous, or other lines of demarcation, except county lines and municipa corporate limits). The
changed boundaries must be entered in the minutes of the proceedings of the board; the order of
the board changing the boundaries must be published once aweek for three consecutive weeksin
anewspaper having generd circulation in the county; the eection commissioners of the county
must be natified; and the secretary of state must be notified and furnished alegd description and
amap of the boundary changes.*® [Apportionment of supervisors districts must conform to the
“one person, one vote’ standards established by the federal courts and must be found acceptable
under the provisions of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended (42 USC § 1973¢)].

TERM OF OFFICE AND ELECTION

The qudified dectors (voters) in each of the five digtricts eect amember of the board of
supervisors for aterm of four years, or until a successor is eected and qudified.*” Thereisno
conditutional or statutory limit on the number of consecutive terms a person may be eected
supervisAOBr. The term of office of a supervisor sarts on the first Monday of January after the
election.

Traditionaly, nominations for eection as a supervisor result from primary eections conducted
by the palitica parties. Nominations may aso result from a petition of eectors.

In the primary method of nomination, thefirst primary ished on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in August preceding aregular or generd dection. Generdly, the candidate receiving
the most votes is nominated, if the votes received condtitute a mgority of the votes cast. If no

4Code, 88 19-3-1 and 23-15-283.
4"Code, 88 19-3-1, 23-15-193, and 25-1-1.
“8Code, § 25-1-5.



candidate receives a mgjority of the votes cast in the first primary, the two candidates with the
highest number of votes run in asecond primary held three weeks after the first primary. The
candidate receiving the highest number of votes cast in the second primary is nominated.*®

In the petition method of nomination, petitions containing the signatures of fifteen (15) or more
qualified dectors of a supervisor’s digtrict must be filed with the circuit clerk of the proper
county no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the primary dection for the office
is held or on the qualifying deadline provided by state law, whichever is earlier.>®

The generd eection ished on the first Tuesday after the firss Monday in November of generd
election years>® The person receiving the most votes is declared the winner.

QUALIFICATIONS

The Condtitutior?? and a statute™® provide that a supervisor be a resident freeholder (property
owner) in the digtrict from which heis chosen. The statute* further provides that a supervisor
must own real estate valued at least a $1,500. [This freeholder requirement was declared
uncondtitutiona in 1985 as adenid of equd protection of the lawsin Williams v. Adams County
Board of Election Commissioners.]

In addition, the Condtitution provides that a public officer (such as a supervisor) must be a
qudified dector;>® not beliable (as principa) for public money unaccounted for;>* not have been
convicted of “bribery, perjury, or other infamous crime” [offenses (any violation of the law
ligble to punishment by crimind prosecutior?”) punished with desth or confinement in the
penitentiary?®], including having been convicted of giving or offering (directly or indirectly) a
bribe to procure (his own or any other person’s) eection or gppointment;> personaly devote

*“Code, § 23-15-191.

*Code, 8§ 23-15-299(2), 23-15-359(1)(g), and 23-15-359(4).
*Mississippi Constitution of 1890 (hereinafter, Constitution or Const.), §102.
*2Const., § 176.

>*Code, 819-3-3.

*Ibid.

**Const., § 250.

*Const., § 43.

*'Code, § 1-3-37.

*Code, § 1-3-19.

*Const., § 44.
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time to the performance of the duties of the office:®® and not hold an office “of honor or profit”
or “act for” aforeign government or the government of the United States®

Further, snce November 3, 1992, any person convicted in another state of any offensewhichisa
felony in Missssppi or convicted of any felony in afederd court isindigible to hold the office

of supervisor.? Findly, aperson is not disqudified from holding office if he has been pardoned
from adisquaifying offense or if the offense is mandaughter, any violaion of the United States
Internal Revenue Code, or any violation of Missssippi’stax laws, unlessthe tax law violation

adso inggolved misuse or abuse of his office or money coming into his hands by virtue of his

office.

ACTIONS NECESSARY TO TAKE OFFICE AFTER ELECTION

A supervisor is prohibited by law from exercising the duties and functions of the office until he
has received a certificate of eection, posted the required bond, and taken the oath of office
prescribed by the Congtitution.®* A person who attempits to take office without having taken the
oath of office or having posted the bond required by law is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
by aI;iSne of up to $500 or imprisonment in the county jail for aterm not longer than one year, or
both.

Podting the Bond

A supervisor must post a bond, with sufficient surety, payable to the Sate for use of the county,
equd to five percent (5%) of the sum of al state and county taxes shown on the county’s
assessment rolls for the year prior to the year the supervisor isto take office — the bond not to
exceed $100,000.® The bond must be approved by the chancery clerk of the county and filed
and recorded in the chancery clerk’s office.®” The premium on the bond of a supervisor may be
paid out of county funds, but any fee for agpprova of the bond must be paid by the supervisor.®®
If an officia bond isfound to be insufficient for any reason, the board of supervisors may
require the posting of anew bond. If anew bond is required and not posted, the supervisor’'s

®Const., § 267.
®1Const., § 266.
2Const., § 44(2).
®Const., § 44(3).
**Code, § 25-1-35.
®Code, § 97-11-41.
®*Code, 88 19-3-5 and 25-1-17.
¥Code, § 25-1-19(1).
®*Code, 88 25-1-33 and 25-7-43.
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position is declared vacant and filled in the manner discussed in the “Vacancies in Office”
section found below.®®

A supervisor's bond must be made with a surety company authorized to do businessin the
state.”® If asupervisor gives an affidavit, induding two leters of refusa from bonding
companies licensad to do businessin the state, that he has made a diligent effort to obtain the
required surety bond and has been unable to do so, he may make his officia bond with two or
more qudified persond sureties.”

A supervisor executes bond for the faithful performance of duty. Any supervisor who
“knowingly or wilfully” fails, neglects, or refuses to perform the duties required by law, or
violates his officid obligationsin any respect, is subject to suit upon his bond for the recovery of
damages that the county may have sustained.”

Taking the Oath

A supervisor must take the oath found in § 268 of the Constitution from one of a number of
individuas authorized to administer oaths.”® The oath must be filed in the office of the chancery
clerk of the county.™

VACANCIESIN OFFICE

Vacanciesin the office of supervisor may result from any one of a number of reasons.
Vacancies may be caused by degth; resgnation; moving out of the didtrict from which dected;
accepting a pogition in the executive or legidative branches of state government; failure to
“quaify” (discussed above); failure to account for public money for which he was responsible
prior to eection or gppointment to the board; and remova from office.

In the case of an emergency, the governor may make a provisona appointment to fill a
vacancy.” In stuaions other than emergencies, the Legidature has provided™ for thefilling of a
vacancy, asfollows.

1. If the unexpired term is less than Sx (6) months:

*Code, § 25-1-25.
“Code, § 25-1-31.
"Code, § 25-1-31.
?Code, § 25-1-45.
®*Code, 811-1-1.
“Code, § 25-1-11.
*Const., § 103.
*Code, § 23-15-839.
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a The board of supervisors gppoints someone to fill the vacancy by an order entered
upon the minutes, with the chancery clerk certifying the appointment to the
secretary of gtate. The governor will commission the person appointed.

b. If the board is not in session, the president of the board, with the consent of an
absolute mgority of the members of the board, makes the gppointment, with the
chancery derk certifying the gppointment to the Secretary of State. The governor
will commission the person appointed.

If the unexpired term islonger than six (6) months and the vacancy occursin ayear in
which the dection of supervisors would normaly be held, the individua gppointed in the
manner described above will serve until a successor is elected.

If the unexpired term islonger than six (6) months and the vacancy occursin ayear in
which the eection of supervisors would not normally take place, the individua appointed
in the manner described above will serve until a successor is elected in a pecid dection
which will be timed and conducted according to the requirements of law.”’

REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

A supervisor may be removed from office for the following reasons and in the manner described:

1.

Civil officers of the state may be impeached for “treason, bribery, or any high crime or
misdemeanor in office””® If impeached, the civil officer is removed from office,
disqudified from holding any “office of honor, trust, or profit” in the Sate, and “ subject

to indictment, trid, judgement, and punishment according to law.”” The house of
representatives brings the charge of impeachment by atwo-thirds (lb) smple mgority
vote (b of the members present), and the senate tries the impeachment and convicts by a
two-thirds (lbb) smple mgority vote®

Public officers of the state must be removed from office and “ otherwise punished as may
be prescribed by law” if convicted (after indictment by a grand jury) by a court of
competent jurisdiction of “wilful neglect of duty or misdemeanor in office”*

Public officers of the state must be removed from office (and are subject to any other
punishment a court may prescribe) if they are convicted in any court of competent
jurisdiction in any dtate or any federd court:

" See Code, 8§ 23-15-833, 23-15-835, 23-15-839, and 23-15-841.
8Congt., § 50.

“Const., § 51.

¥Const., § 49 and § 52.

81Const., 8175.

13



a of any crimewhich isafeony (any violation of law punished with degth or
confinement in the penitentiary??) under the laws of Mississippi or whichis
punishable by imprisonment for one year or more (other than mandaughter or any
violation of the U. S. Internd Revenue Code);

b. of corruption in office or peculation (embezzlement);

C. of gambling or dedling in futures with “any money coming into his hands by
virtue of his office”

The atorney generd of the state must file amotion for remova from office in the circuit
court of the county of residence of the officid. The circuit court, or the judgein
vacation, must, upon notice and a proper hearing, issue an order of remova from office®

Public officers must be removed by the judgement of a court of competent jurisdiction
(or otherwise lawfully) if they are found by inquest to be of unsound mind during the
term for which they are eected or appointed.®

Any public officer who isindicted and convicted of habitual drunkenness or being drunk
while discharging the duties of his office (or when caled upon to perform the duties of
his office) must be removed from office®

Any public officid who “intentiondly, wilfully and knowingly” violates the laws
governing public purchasing must be removed from office®

A supervisor may (in the discretion of the court) be removed from office if convicted of
“wilfully” neglecting or refusing to return “any person committing any offense agangt
the laws, committed in his view or knowledge, or of which he has any notice, or shdll
wilfully absent himself when such offenseis being or is aout to be committed, for the
purpose of avoiding knowledge of the same, . . .’

Any officer (agent or trustee) who is convicted of accepting any “gift, offer or promise’
prohibited by § 97-11-11 of the Code (generdly, abribe to influence officid action) must
forfet his office, be “forever disqudified from holding any public office, trust, or
gppointment,” and be imprisoned in the penitentiary not more than ten (10) years or be
fined not more than $5,000.2

#Code, § 1-3-11.
8Code, 88 25-5-1 and 97-33-3.
#Code, § 25-5-1.
#Code, § 97-11-23.
#Code, § 31-7-55.
#Code, § 97-11-35.
#Code, § 97-11-13.
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0. The governor may remove any dective county officer for “knowingly or wilfully failing,
neglecting, or refusing to perform any of the duties required of such officer by law.”®®
Congderation of the remova of a supervisor by the governor requires a petition
demanding remova sgned by not less than fifty-one percent (51%) of the qudified
electors of the beet or digtrict from which he was origindly dected.®® State law
establishes certain procedures to be followed with respect to the form, signing,
verification, certification, and examination of the petition; the notice of hearing; the
convening and judgement of a“remova council”; the conducting of a specid remova
election; and the contesting of the results of the specia removd dection.™*

COMPENSATION

The annua sdary of a supervisor isfixed by lav®? and is based upon the total assessed valuation
of his county for the preceding taxable year. Note that in counties with producing oil wells, the
total valuation of the oil produced, as reported by the state tax commission for the preceding
caendar year, may be combined with the total assessed vauation to determine the dary
category of the supervisors of that county. In addition, in any county in which the federa
government or an agency of the federa government owns twenty-five percent (25%) of the red
property (consequently, exempt from ad valorem taxes), the sdlary category of the members of
the board of supervisors from that county moves to the next highest rate from that rate
determined by the total assessed value of the property in the county.®® Current compensation for
supervisorsis asfollows:

Assessed Vauation Sday
L ess than $20,000,000 $23,529
$20,000,000 but |ess than $25,000,000 $24,137
$25,000,000 but less than $35,000,000 $24,744
$35,000,000 but less than $50,000,000 $26,869
$50,000,000 but less than $75,000,000 $28,083
$75,000,000 but less than $125,000,000 $28,994
$125,000,000 but less than $300,000,000 $33,548
$300,000,000 or more $37,343

#Code, 88 25-5-3 and 25-5-5.
Code, § 25-5-7.
91Code, 88 25-5-7 through 25-5-37.
2Code, § 25-3-13.
%Code, § 25-3-15.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD

After posting the required bond and taking the oath of office, the members of the board of
supervisors mest a the county courthouse on the first Monday in January after the eection and
organize the board by decting one of the members of the board as the president (for the four

year term) and one of the members as the vice president. The board, attended by the sheriff (or a
deputy sheriff) and the clerk (chancery clerk or a deputy chancery clerk) may then proceed to
discharge its duties®*

The sheriff (or adeputy sheriff) must attend al meetings of the board to execute its process and
orders.® The clerk of the board, the chancery clerk (or a deputy chancery clerk or aclerk pro
tempore™), must attend meetings of the board to “ keep and preserve a complete and correct
record of al the proceedings and orders of the board.” The clerk records on the minutes the
names of those members of the board in attendance and the names of those members absent.””

If an epidemic at the county sest or some other cause makes it impracticable for the board to
meet on the firs Monday in January after the eection, the board must meet as early asit can
safely do so, upon the call of any three members-dect of the board. This called meeting will be
held a the place designated in the cdll of the mesting.®®

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD

Asisthe case with the organizational meeting of the board of supervisors, if it is not practicable
for the board to meet at the normd time and in the normal place, discussed below, for any other
mesting, the president, or the vice president in the absence or disability of the president, or any
three members, may cal ameeting in a place designated within the county.*® A board of
supervi sB(r)s may not hold meetings or transact officia acts outside the county in which they were
elected.

In counties having only one (1) court digtrict, the board of supervisors will hold regular meetings
on the firss Monday of each month (the next day if the firs Monday fdlson alegd holiday) a
the courthouse (or in the chancery clerk’ s office in those counties where the chancery clerk’s
officeisin abuilding separate from the courthouse). The board of supervisors may meet in any
other county-owned building located within one (1) mile of the courthouse, provided the board
enters an order on its minutes designating and describing in full the building and room to be used
as the meeting room for the board of supervisors. In addition, more than thirty (30) days before
the place for the meeting changes, the board must post in the chancery clerk’ s office and in one

%Code, § 19-3-7.

*Code, § 19-3-25.

Code, § 19-3-29.

’Code, § 19-3-27.

*Code, § 19-3-9.

*Code, § 19-3-9.

190E]lis, March 1, 1995, A.G. Op. #95-0119.
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(1) other place in the courthouse a* conspicuous, permanent notice” of the meeting location
change. Findly, to change the meeting location, the board must publish a notice to that effect
once aweek for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper published in the county. If no
newspaper is published in the county, the notice must gppear in a newspaper having generd
circulaion in the county.***

In counties having two (2) court digtricts, the board of supervisors must hold regular meetings on
the first Monday of each month. If aboard of supervisors holds only one regular meeting each
month, thefirst (January) meeting in each year must be held in the courthouse or chancery
clerk’s office (where the chancery derk’ s office isin a building separate from the courthouse) in
thefirgt court digtrict. The second (February) regular meeting must be held in the courthouse or
chancery clerk’ s office (again, if in a building separate from the courthouse) in the second court
digtrict. Therel%fzter, the meetings of the board of supervisors must dternate between the two
court digtricts.

In counties having two court digtricts, the board of supervisors may hold two regular meetings
each month—one mesting on the first Monday of the month, and the other meeting on the second
Monday of the month. If the board decides (by an order entered upon its minutes) to hold two
regular meetings each month, the meeting locations must dternate between the two court
digricts in the manner described above. In addition, the board must give at least five days
notice of its decison to hold two regular meetings each month by posting copies of anotice
gpecifying the decision to hold two regular meetings each month at the courthouse door in each
digrict. When any regular meeting date fals on alegd holiday, the meseting must be held the

following day.**®

The board of supervisors may adjourn aregular meeting to any date and time it determines by
placing an order upon its minutes. The order providing for the adjourned meeting must specify
each item of business to be transacted at the adjourned meeting, and only items of business so
specified can be transacted at the adjourned meseting.**

Normaly, at regular business meetings, the board of supervisors my st for a period not to
exceed ten daysin any one month. In counties having a population of more that forty thousand
and in counties having two court digtricts, the board may continue in sesson at regular mestings
for aperiod not to exceed twelve days in one month. However, at regular mestings for the
transaction of business under the sate’ s revenue laws, the board in any county may continuein
sesson aslong asisrequired. Further, the board of supervisors may recess meetings from time

101Code, § 19-3-11.
102Code, § 19-3-13.

1%3]hid. It should be noted that § 19-3-13 of the Code aso specifies that if the act credting
two judicid didricts in a county directs otherwise with respect to the holding of regular mestings,
the board of supervisors may continue to hold regular medtings as required by the act. Further, 8
19-3-15 of the Code has specific requirements rddive to the holding of megtings of the board of

supervisorsin Harrison County .
1%Code, § 19-3-19.
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to time to convene on a day fixed by an order of the board entered upon its minutes and may
transact any business coming beforeit for consideration.**

When deemed necessary, a specid meeting of the board of supervisors may be caled by the
president of the board (or vice president in the absence or disability of the president) or any three
members of the board. Notice of the specid meeting must be entered in full upon the minutes of
the board and must specify each item of business to be transacted at the speciad meeting. Like an
adjourned meseting, only the items of business specified in the notice of the specia meeting can

be considered or acted upon. The board must give at least five days notice of the specia
mesting by pogting an advertissment at the courthouse door or publishing an advertisement in a
newspaper of the county. In cases of emergency arising from serious damage to county

property, including roads and bridges, or from an epidemic, or from a Situation where
immediate action is required for the repair of county roads and bridges, a pecid meeting may be
cdled in the manner specified above for the purpose of considering the emergency and taking
appropriate action. Notice of the specid emergency meeting must be given to each supervisor in
person or a copy of the notice left at each supervisor's usud place of resdence at least twenty-
four hours before the meeting.*°®

With regard to the * giving public notice of meetings’ requirements specified in the paragrgphs
above, it should be noted that a section of the Open Mesetings Act requires certain actions with
respect to recess, adjourned, or special meetings.

Any public body which holds its meetings a such times and places and by such
procedures as are specificaly prescribed by statute shal continue to do so and no
additiona notice of such meeting shdl be required except that a notice of the

place, date, hour and subject matter of any recess meeting, adjourned meeting,
interim meeting or any special called meeting shall be posted within one (1) hour
after such meeting is called in a prominent place available to examination and
inspection by the general public in the building in which the public body normally
meets. A copy of the notice shall be made a part of the minutes or other
permanent official records of the public body.*’

The president of the board of supervisors (or the vice president in the absence or disability of the
president) presides at all meetings of the board. 1f both the president and vice president are
absent or disabled, the board may elect another member to preside during the absence of the
president or vice president.*®

Three (3) members of the board of supervisors congtitute a quorum. If a quorum of the board is
not present on the first day of any regular, adjourned, or specid meeting, the sheriff may adjourn
the meseting from day to day until aquorum is present. A member of the board of supervisors,
properly notified, who fails to attend any meeting will be fined $5.00 per day for each day heis
absent. Unless the absent supervisor provides a“ sufficient excuse’ at the next meeting, he must
pay the fine into the county treasury. Until any such fineis paid, including any costs associated

1%Code, § 19-3-17.
1%Code, § 19-3-19.
197Code, § 25-41-13(1), emphasis supplied by the author.
1%Code, § 19-3-21.
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with collection of thefine, the supervisor cannot receive any “dlowance” or warrants from the
county.**®

The sheriff (or adeputy sheriff) of the county must attend al meetings of the board of
supervisors and must execute dl of the board's process and orders.® The board of supervisors
may go into executive session without the sheriff at the discretion of the board.**

The chancery clerk serves as clerk of the board of supervisors and must “keep and preserve a
complete and correct record of al the proceedings and orders of the board.” The clerk must
enter on the minutes the names of the members who attend or fail to attend each mesting. The
clerk “shall safely keep and preserve dl records, books, and papers pertaining to his office, and
deliver them to his successor when required.”**2

The board has the power to subpoenawitnesses in dl matters coming under its jurisdiction and
to fine and imprison any person for a contempt committed while the board isin sesson. The
fine for contempt may not exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) and the imprisonment may not extend
beyonlcilsthe continuance of the term. A person so fined or imprisoned may gpped to the circuit
court.

MINUTES

A board of supervisors spesks and acts only through its minutes. The minutes of each day’s
proceedings must either be read and signed by the president (or vice president if the president is
absent or disabled so asto prevent his Sgning the minutes) on or before the first Monday of the
month following the day of adjournment of any “term” of the board of supervisors or be adopted
and approved by the board as the first order of business on the first day of the next monthly
meeting of the board.**

A board of supervisorsis required to publish its proceedings each month in a newspaper
published in the county*** or to publish a synopsis of certain of its proceedingsin the form of an
abgiract or summary under a cumulative method authorized by § 19-3-35 of the Code.

Missssippi’s Open Mestings Act provides with respect to minutes of meetings of public bodies
the fallowing:

Minutes shdl be kept of al meetings of a public body, whether in open or
executive session, showing the members present and absent; the date, time, and

%Code, § 19-3-23.
1°Code, § 19-3-25.
pickett, March 9, 1994, A.G. Op. #94-0129.
12Code, § 19-3-27.
*Code, § 19-3-51.
14Code, § 19-3-27.
*Code, § 19-3-33.
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place of the meeting; an accurate recording of any final actions taken at such
mesting; and arecord, by individual member, of any votes taken; and any other
information that the public body requests be included or reflected in the minutes.
The minutes shal be recorded within a reasonable time not to exceed thirty (30)
days after recess or adjournment and shall be open to public inspection during
regular business hours . . .1®

POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The powers of the board must be exercised by the board as a group speaking through its minutes.
Individua members of the board cannot bind the county.

This writer once counted some 227 specific powers, duties, or responsbilities of aboard of
supervisors. The extengve powers and responsiilities of aboard of supervisors are categorized
and discussed in the next chapter.

PRIVILEGES OF OFFICE

State law provides that the members of aboard of supervisors are exempt from working on the
roads, sarving in the militia, and jury duty.**’

EMPLOYMENT OF LEGAL COUNSEL

A board of supervisors has discretionary power to employ an atorney or afirm of attorneys (but
not both at the same time) to represent the board asits regular atorney or attorneys. The sdary
or compensation paid the attorney or firm of attorneys must not exceed the maximum annua
amount authorized by law for the sdlary of a supervisor in that county.™® Benjamin E. Griffith,
long-time Bolivar County board attorney, has summarized the role of the county board attorney
in presentations at continuing legal education seminars for the Missssppi Association of County
Board Attorneys asfollows:

Asthe chief legd officer for the county, the board attorney is expected to provide
competent legal representation and advice concerning awide variety of problems
facing county government. The board attorney is often called upon for lega
guidance with regard to county services, programs, functions, activities, and
responsibilities. When the soundness of the board attorney’ s legal advice spells
the difference between a supervisor's persond ligbility or immunity, one can
reaedily see that even the most competent board attorney has his or her hands full
in providing proper legal guidance for the board of supervisors and ahost of other
locd government officids

A board of supervisors aso has the discretionary power to employ counsd in dl civil casesin
which the county isinterested, including eminent domain proceedings and the examination and

15Code, § 25-41-11.
WCode, § 19-3-37.
18Code, § 19-3-47(1)(a) and (2).
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certification of title to property the county is acquiring. Reasonable compensation may be paid
to such counsd.**®

In addition, aboard has discretionary power to employ counsdl in crimina cases againgt a
county officer for malfeasance or derdliction of duty in office when the county might be affected
pecuniarily. The counsd conducts the proceeding againgt the county officer instead of, or in
conjunction with, the digtrict attorney. Reasonable compensation may be paid to counsd o
employed.*?°

Further, aboard of supervisors has the discretionary power to employ counsel in the matter of
the issuance of bonds, including the drafting of orders and resol utions connected to the bond
issue. Attorneys feesfor services connected to the bond issue are limited by statute.***

Finally, aboard of supervisorsis authorized to cal upon the didtrict atorney to give hiswritten
opinion “upon al cases concerning the revenue or expenses of the county.” The didtrict
attorney, with the gpprova of the attorney general, must prosecute public debtors to any county
within his digtrict.*#

19Code, § 19-3-47(1)(b).
1201 hig),
2 Code, § 19-3-47(1)(C).
12Code, § 25-31-17.
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